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Deborah the Prophetess
by Leah Hopkins

When my son J.D. was three years old, he declared to me that his favorite song was “Standing on the Promises.” Although I was pleased at the time, I figured that he had just heard that song during worship and liked it, but soon we would hear about other favorites. This was not the case, however, because four years later he still professes this as his favorite song and we sing it often as a family. The author declared praise to God and proclaims his peace in knowing that no matter what came his way, he would fully trust that God would help him overcome… just because He said so. “Because God said so” is such a simple but profound truth demanding that if we fully trust God and His Word, we must put everything in His hands, trusting that His Will is best, and He will take care of us. I would like to bring to your remembrance a woman who did just that. She was a woman who, in her lifetime, knew peace and also knew the heartache that rebellion brought. A woman who remembered God’s promise to His people, a woman who declared His Will to His people, a woman so often overlooked, but who demands our attention and respect.

Before the Israelites invaded the Promised Land, God gave a warning to the people that if they obeyed Him, He would protect them; if not, He would leave them to suffer the consequences (Josh. 23: 3-13). The book of Judges begins by showing that the Israelites of old let their confidence in the Lord fail, and because they did not fully obey the Lord, they reaped the physical and spiritual consequences.

Deborah the Proclaimer 

It is in a land full of civil upheaval and unrest, and at a time when it was not safe to be an Israelite that we are introduced to Deborah. For twenty long years, Jabin, king of Canaan, suppressed God’s people. Just like Elijah at the time of Ahab and Jeremiah toward the end of monarchy in Judah, Deborah declared the word of God to the people. The Bible states that she was a prophetess and a judge (Jdgs. 4:4). She maintained order in the only way it can be found, by proclaiming God’s Word and expecting it to be followed.

Deborah the Partner 

When we read of the miraculous gifts people were given in the Bible, we tend to disconnect their lives from ours, assuming that the gifts make them alien. One thing I love about Deborah is that she was a wife (Jdgs. 4:4). This fact is mentioned briefly, but it leaves us with something that so many can relate to. Since we know she was faithful to God, we can know without a doubt that even though she was a prophetess and a judge, she was also a faithful and submissive wife to Lapidoth. Instead of letting the prestige of her day-to-day responsibilities change her, she maintained humility and was no doubt praised by her husband (Proverbs 31:29).

Not only was Deborah a partner to her beloved, she was also a partner to her fellow Israelites. She joined Barak and ten thousand Israelite soldiers in a battle without fear, because she trusted that God would stick to His promise of protection. It was with this confidence— one that the majority of Israelites had not felt toward the Lord in a long time—that she stimulated that small army to pursue their colossal enemy.

Deborah the Praise-Giver 

As wonderful as it is that Deborah encouraged the Israelites to conquer their enemy, we cannot talk about this woman without showing her attitude afterwards. Deborah knew the Israelites were fickle. They had enemies among them, and just as God had warned, their influence was felt by everyone. There is something about the way God wired our brains, that when you put a jingle to it, it seems to stick. So, she and Barak wrote about this victory—one only obtained by the help of God—and sang to the people. Just as Psalm 22 brought memories to future generations about the true Messiah, her song brought visions of Yahweh being the only true God, the only Being in whom we can truly trust in all things.

As spiritual Israel, I implore you to show respect to this woman by doing as she asked the Israelites to do so many years ago. Listen to God’s Word, submit to His laws, trust in His promises, and give praise to Him Whom all praise is due.
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